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At the heart of the Bhoomiputra Foundation lies a transformative vision:
to empower grassroots communities by seamlessly connecting them
with academic excellence and modern innovation. Through initiatives like
Cohort One, launched in collaboration with the Agri Business Incubation
of ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education (ICAR-CIFE), the
Foundation is pioneering a new paradigm of inclusive development.

Chairman Vikas Motiram Koli envisions a future where fishers, farmers,
students, and entrepreneurs come together on a shared platform,
exchanging knowledge, fostering self-development, and driving
entrepreneurial growth. By blending indigenous wisdom with advanced
technology, the Foundation seeks to create opportunities that benefit
both grassroots communities and the academic sphere, ensuring
mutual progress and sustainability.

Cohort One exemplifies this vision, not just as a program but as a
movement—a step towards a world where development is inclusive,
communities are empowered, and innovation fuels sustainability. This
vision embodies the spirit of the Bhoomiputra Foundation: a
commitment to building bridges and creating lasting impact.

Vikas Motiram Koli
Chairman
Bhoomiputra Foundation



MOU Signing with CIFE for Cohort One

In a groundbreaking initiative, the Bhoomiputra Foundation, in
collaboration with the Agri Business Incubation of ICAR-Central Institute
of Fisheries Education (ICAR-CIFE), recently launched an innovative
program named ‘Cohort One’. This program, designed to benefit fishers,
farmers, and students, has set a new benchmark in bridging the gap
between academia and grassroots communities. The success of the
program lies in its ability to cater to the dual aspirations of self-
development and entrepreneurial growth.

A New Paradigm for Development

The uniqueness of Cohort One stems from its inclusive approach,
bringing together individuals, startups, budding entrepreneurs, and
grassroots fishers and farmers. This diverse cohort shared a common
platform to exchange knowledge, experiences, and ideas. The
Bhoomiputra Foundation, known for its commitment to integrating
indigenous knowledge with modern technological advancements, has
once again demonstrated its visionary approach through this
collaboration with ICAR-CIFE.



The foundation’s primary goal is to create a seamless bridge between
academic knowledge and grassroots expertise, ensuring mutual benefits
for both ends of the spectrum. This initiative is not just a program but a
movement towards a more inclusive and sustainable model of
development.

The Power of Indigenous Knowledge

Throughout history, local communities have been custodians of valuable
knowledge systems. From ancient times until the industrial revolution, the
observations and practices of these communities have inspired and
guided explorers, researchers, and innovators. Unfortunately, in our
modern society, we often overlook the significance of this grassroots
wisdom. The belief that only modern education, technology, and
scientific advancements can enhance life and livelihoods has
overshadowed the profound insights that indigenous knowledge offers.

The Bhoomiputra Foundation has always advocated for the integration
of indigenous knowledge with modern technology. This integration is
essential for creating stronger, more resilient communities. By combining
the empirical wisdom of local communities with the analytical rigor of
academic research, we can forge a unique relationship that leads to
sustainable development.

Group of Volunteers for Cohort One



The Role of Indigenous Knowledge in Sustainable Development

The importance of indigenous knowledge in sustainable development
cannot be overstated. The United Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) emphasize the need to protect our planet and ensure
prosperity for all. Interestingly, many indigenous communities worldwide
have been practicing sustainability for generations. Their methods of
resource management, ecological balance, and community living are
models of sustainable development.

However, it took a global initiative like the SDGs to bring these practices
into mainstream discourse. This highlights the necessity of synergizing
indigenous knowledge with academic research to address
contemporary challenges effectively. By giving equal weightage to both,
we can achieve a more comprehensive and sustainable development
model.

Cohort One: A Step Towards a Holistic Future

Cohort One is a significant step in this direction. The program has
opened new avenues for learning and collaboration, encouraging
academia and organizations to recognize and value indigenous
behaviors and patterns. This recognition is crucial for advancing our
understanding and fostering innovations that benefit society at large.

The participants of Cohort One, including grassroots fishers and farmers,
shared their traditional practices and insights. These interactions not
only enriched the academic community but also empowered the local
participants by validating their knowledge and providing them with new
tools and techniques to enhance their livelihoods.



Dignitaries on Dias for Cohort One Inauguration Ceremony

The Bhoomiputra Foundation, in collaboration with ICAR-CIFE, proudly
inaugurated Cohort One in a grand ceremony graced by esteemed
dignitaries. Padma Bhushan Shri Ram Naikji (Ex-Governor, Uttar Pradesh)
honored the event as Chief Guest, joined by Shri Shantanu Bhadkamkar
(Chairman, ASSOCHAM), Dr. C N Ravishankar (Vice Chancellor & Director,
ICAR-CIFE), Dr. N P Sahu (Jt. Director, CIFE), Dr. S P Shukla (Principal
Scientist, CIFE, ABI), and Mr. Vikas Motiram Koli (Chairman, Bhoomiputra
Foundation).

The ceremony commenced with a brief introduction to Cohort One,
followed by its official launch by Dr. C N Ravishankar. Insightful speeches
from the Chief Guest and Guest of Honors inspired the 110 fishers, farmers,
25 startups, and 30 students present. Chairman Vikas Motiram Koli
delivered a heartfelt thank-you speech, emphasizing the initiative’s
significance. The two-day program bridged grassroots communities with
institutional knowledge, fostering fun, learning, and mutual growth for all
participants.

Cohort One Inauguration Ceremony: A Transformative Beginning



A Call to Action

Cohort One is just the beginning. The Bhoomiputra Foundation is looking
forward to continued collaboration with academia and organizations
willing to delve deeper into the treasure trove of indigenous knowledge.
By understanding and learning from these traditional practices, we can
foster innovations that are not only technologically advanced but also
culturally relevant and sustainable.

The synergy between indigenous knowledge and modern academia has
the potential to transform communities and create a more equitable
and sustainable future. It is time we acknowledge the wisdom of our
ancestors and integrate it with the advancements of our times to build a
better world.



Conclusion

The success of Cohort One demonstrates the power of collaboration and
the immense potential of integrating indigenous knowledge with modern
technology. The Bhoomiputra Foundation and ICAR-CIFE have set a
precedent that other academic and research institutions can follow. By
bridging the gap between grassroots wisdom and academic knowledge,
we can pave the way for a more sustainable, inclusive, and prosperous
future.

As we move forward, let us embrace the rich heritage of indigenous
knowledge and combine it with the innovations of modern science to
create a harmonious and thriving world. Cohort One is a testament to
what can be achieved when we work together towards a common goal
of sustainable development and community empowerment.
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